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WIKIPEDIA

Open science is the movement to make scientific research, data and 

dissemination accessible to all levels of an inquiring society, amateur or 

professional.
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(OPEN ACCESS) JOURNALS & QUALITY

How to assess the quality of journals and how to deal with Article Processing Charges (APC’s)

DEPARTMENT < ... >
OFFICE < ... >



OPEN ACCESS: WHAT IS IT?

̶ Worldwide electronic dissemination

̶ Of peer-reviewed research publications

̶ Free to use, free of restrictions (except refering to the source)



OPENDEFINITION.ORG 

“Open means anyone can freely access, use, modify, and share for any 

purpose (subject, at most, to requirements that preserve provenance and 

openness).”



OPEN ACCESS TO PUBLICATIONS: HOW TO DO IT?

̶ “self archiving”: The scientist archives (opens) a publication in an openly
available repository. This is also known as “green road to open access”.

̶ Publish in an Open Access Journal, a freely available electronic journal. This is 
also known as “gold road to open access”.

̶ “Hybrid”: pay APC to open an article in a subscription journal
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OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS

̶ No subscription cost, no cost to read

̶ Digital only

̶ Is about access, not quality (same demands for peer review)

̶ With or without Article Processing Charges/ Author Fees (APC)

̶ Typically with Creative commons licences



CREATIVE COMMONS

COMMOCEAN, Dec. 6th 2016

Upfront permission to use work

Non-exclusive licence

http://creativecommons.org/worldwide/be/

Only economic rights, not moral rights

Conditions may apply



OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS

̶ Some author’s fee, others no fee

̶ Some OAJ publishers:

̶ PLoS

̶ BiomedCentral

̶ Copernicus

̶ Open Humanities Press

̶ Ubiquity press

̶ F1000Research



ASSESS QUALITY
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GENERAL CHECKS
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COMMON SENSE

̶ Do you or your colleagues know the journal?

̶ Can you easily identify and contact the publisher?

̶ Is the journal clear about the type of peer review it uses?

̶ Is it clear what fees will be charged?

̶ Do you recognise the editorial board?
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Think. Check. Submit. helps researchers identify trusted journals for their 

research.

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/
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IS THE PUBLISHER A MEMBER OF A RECOGNIZED INDUSTRY INITIATIVE?
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MEMBER OF COPE?

COPE is committed to educate and support 
editors, publishers and those involved in 
publication ethics with the aim of moving the 
culture of publishing towards one where 
ethical practices becomes the norm, part of 
the publishing culture.
Core practices: 
https://publicationethics.org/core-practices
Members : 
https://publicationethics.org/membership
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ARE ARTICLES INDEXED IN SERVICES THAT YOU USE?
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̶ Web of science

̶ Scopus

̶ Sociological abstracts

̶ Pubmed

̶ IEEE / ACM

̶ ….
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LIST DATABASES

LIB.UGENT.BE

ASK YOUR
LIBRARIAN



SOCIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS
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ECOOM – VABB-SHW

̶ The Flemish Academic Bibliography for the Social Sciences and 

Humanities (VABB-SHW) is a database of academic publications from the 

social sciences and humanities authored by researchers affiliated to 

Flemish universities.

̶ List of journals accepted for VABB: 

https://www.ecoom.be/en/services/vabb

̶ Example: List of all journals in VABB-SHW version VIII (2007-2016)
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OPEN ACCESS CHECKS
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DOAJ

Directory of Open Access Journals = 

positive list of peer reviewed OA 

journals

16 Principles of Transparency and Best 

Practice in Scholarly Publishing

https://doaj.org/bestpractice
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OASPA

̶ Criteria define licences used, what open access means, clear author

guidelines, who owns the journal, clear editorial policies, etc.  

̶ https://oaspa.org/membership/membership-criteria/
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̶ From 7th August 2018 onwards: Given the overlap in the screening 

criteria between the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) and 

OASPA, and that DOAJ is primarily an index of reputable open-access 

journals, we have agreed with DOAJ that, with immediate effect, all 

single journals that apply to OASPA will now be first referred to DOAJ if 

the journal is not already listed in DOAJ. 
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THE FAIR OPEN ACCESS PRINCIPLES

̶ The journal has a transparent ownership structure, and is controlled by and 
responsive to the scholarly community.

̶ Authors of articles in the journal retain copyright.
̶ All articles are published open access and an explicit open access licence is used.
̶ Submission and publication is not conditional in any way on the payment of a fee 

from the author or its employing institution, or on membership of an institution or 
society.

̶ Any fees paid on behalf of the journal to publishers are low, transparent, and in 
proportion to the work carried out.

https://www.fairopenaccess.org/
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PUBLICATION POLICY UGENT

Publication policy UGent: https://www.ugent.be/en/research/research-

staff/organisation/publications.htm

̶ in the best scientific media

̶ to publish as much as possible, ensuring quality over quantity

̶ mention correctly on publication his/her own name and UGent affiliation

̶ must be registered properly each year in the Academic Bibliography of the UGent

̶ Encourages to upload as Open Access publications



PUBLISH 

̶ Submit the article to a journal of your choice

̶ Make the necessary changes after peer review

̶ Submit final version to the journal

̶ Deposit the same final version in UGent Biblio



OPEN ACCESS PUBLICATION: PROCESS
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PREDATORY JOURNAL?

̶ Non peer reviewed journals acting as peer reviewed

̶ Spamming

̶ Editors haven’t agreed to be editor

̶ Confusing names

̶ ….

Advise: use the DOAJ as reference
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ARTICLE PROCESSING CHARGES
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BUSINESS MODELS FOR OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS
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1 Advertising
2 Auction
3 Crowdfunding
4 E-commerce
5 Endowments
6 Fund-raising
7 Hybrid OA journals
8 Institutional subsidies
9 Membership dues
10 Priced editions
11 Publication fees
12 Submission fees
13 Temporary OA
14 Third-party licensing
15 Value-added services
16 Volunteer effort

http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/OA_journal_business_models



OPENAIRE POST-GRANT FP7 PUBLICATIONS PILOT
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̶ Pilot EC: funding publications after end of project

̶ Funding cap of € 6 000 for monographs and € 2 000 for all other 

publication types (mainly articles).

̶ Only articles that appeared in ‘full’ open access journals. 
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• 1234 publications from 847 projects have been paid 

since 1/1/2015.

• A total of 2,042,232 EUR has been paid for APCs, with 

an average of 1,685 EUR per publication

• 1146 articles with an average of 1,477 EUR

• 68 books with an average of 5,354 EUR

• 18 book chapters with an average of 1,172 EUR

https://postgrantoapilot.openaire.eu/#statistics



APC IN GHENT: ESTIMATION

̶ Difficult to assess: not recorded in SAP

̶ Over last 5 years: 2028 articles identified that could have be paid by

UGent

̶ Gold OA in WoS

̶ First author in Biblio

̶ APC info at hand

̶ Average in 5 years: 1562€ (range 0 to 4517€)
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HOW TO PAY APC?

̶ H2020: APC is eligible cost

̶ FWO: APC is eligible cost

̶ UGent supports a few Open Access publishers with different publishing

models: https://onderzoektips.ugent.be/en/tips/00001311/
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SOME RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
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PLAN S

One Main Shared Objective

“After 1 January 2020 scientific publications on the results from research 

funded by public grants provided by national and European research 

councils and funding bodies, must be published in compliant Open Access 

Journals or on compliant Open Access Platforms.”

Plan, details are still to be discussed
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10 PRINCIPLES
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Authors retain copyright of their publication with no 
restrictions. All publications must be published under 
an open license, preferably the Creative Commons 
Attribution Licence CC BY. In all cases, the license 
applied should fulfil the requirements defined by the 
Berlin Declaration; 
The Funders will ensure jointly the establishment of 
robust criteria and requirements for the services that 
compliant high quality Open Access journals and 
Open Access platforms must provide;
In case such high quality Open Access journals or 
platforms do not yet exist, the Funders will, in a 
coordinated way, provide incentives to establish and 
support them when appropriate; support will also be 
provided for Open Access infrastructures where 
necessary; 
Where applicable, Open Access publication fees are 
covered by the Funders or universities, not by 
individual researchers; it is acknowledged that all 
scientists should be able to publish their work Open 
Access even if their institutions have limited means;

When Open Access publication fees are applied, their 
funding is standardised and capped (across Europe); 
The Funders will ask universities, research 
organisations, and libraries to align their policies and 
strategies, notably to ensure transparency; 
The above principles shall apply to all types of 
scholarly publications, but it is understood that the 
timeline to achieve Open Access for monographs and 
books may be longer than 1 January 2020; 
The importance of open archives and repositories for 
hosting research outputs is acknowledged because of 
their long-term archiving function and their potential 
for editorial innovation; 
The ‘hybrid’ model of publishing is not compliant with 
the above principles; 
The Funders will monitor compliance and sanction 
non-compliance.



OPEN ACCESS IN BELGIAN LAW
̶ The law legally allows an author to disseminate scholarly articles in Open Access. However, the author is not obliged but 

has the freedom to do so.

̶ The publisher cannot oppose this right, for example via a clause in the publishing contract.

̶ Only scholarly articles are subject to the law, other publications such as books, chapters, conference proceedings in books, 

are not.

̶ Only the final peer reviewed manuscript can be used. This is the version after peer review, but not in the layout of the 

publisher. The publisher’s version can only be used if the publisher agrees.

̶ The law applies to everyone with a link to Belgium. E.g. authors with the Belgian nationality, working at a Belgian 

institution or whose research has been funded by a Belgian funder.

̶ The law can be applied retroactively, which means the author can decide to open up old articles.

Source: artikel XI.196 van Wetboek van economisch recht (NL)
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MORE INFORMATION

̶ Assess the quality of a scholarly journal: 

https://onderzoektips.ugent.be/en/tips/00001724/

̶ Article Processing Charges (APC’s): what is it? 

https://onderzoektips.ugent.be/en/tips/00001311/

̶ Open Access colours: gold, green, hybrid and more: 

https://onderzoektips.ugent.be/en/tips/00000461/

̶ Open Access in Belgian jurisdiction 

https://onderzoektips.ugent.be/en/tips/00001734/
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